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25X1 Wilhelm Koemen, Chairmau of the Central Coumell of the Narional Front,
i an address | at the Karl

25X1 Yarx Academy, KIeIn-Wachnow, on § June 1950, offered the following
comments on the National Front and related vroblem of blowo partnership:

1. Based o the deliberations of the session of the SED Party Direc~
torate on 2 and 3 June 1350 which had determined the existence of
sectarlan tendencies witain the National Front, Koenen stressed the
importance of enlisting the cooperation of the farming population
and demanded that the existing ties be sirengthened. Regarding the
treatment meted out tou craftsmen by the DDR, he pointed out the
necessiiv of breaking them of their exprepriaiion psychosis., but at
the same time also of riddine them of their proprietary instincts and
aof winning them for the National Front.

Z. Even more complicated was the situation in small business. Smajll
business 12 ik a decline and consegquently faces the TDR with dis-~
trust and sensitiveness. In desaling with this problew the SED bas
to show reticence and had bes: blame the existing bad szituation o
Fascism. Taking thls as a point of departure, one should accuse the
backers of Faselsm, the monopoly-capitalists. An attempt should be
made to win over small business, too.

(s

Dwelling on the problems involved in enlisting the support of the
so-called tecbnical intelligentsia, Koenen based his comments on
statements made by Professor Robert Rompe befors the assewbled Party
Directorate on 2 and 3 June 1950. Rompe, according to XKoenen,
pointed out that it was absclately necessary io make sacvrificaes in
wrder to win the support of the technieal inteliigentsia (employees
and independent entrevreneurs) with those engaging in sclence and
research offering better opportunities for approach than the others.,
We are wasieally agreed that the technical intelligentsia %s of

the uimost importance for ouwr purposes. What is the situation
among members of this group? Many among ther sre resigned, lack
drive, show no aetivity. In dealing with the problems involved we
have reached 2 point st which production increzses at a faster pace
than the progressive political attitude of cur techniciang. Je

are feeling the loss of technleians and this can becoms a great
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rensce to our production. All fliphts to the VWest should be a
matter of concern to us. The Ameriecans finance these flights, in
some instances through German private industries. The enemy sen-
ses our weakness and endeavors to aggravate it. To counter this

bad situation, Rompe made the following suggestions: A first step
wonld be to take stoek of the sitvation. If we marshal our argu-
ments effectively (wenn wir richtig diski tieren), it should be
possible to win over the technical inteilirentsia during this

period of successes. It is imperative that they not be so frightened
that they join the opposition. Their currentreticence could bLe
evaluated as a positive expression indicative of their ponde-ing the
issues. For that very reason it is necessary at this time to point
out t0 them the perspectives of their work and to reassure them
again and again that they are producing for the cause of peace.®

In dealing with intellectuals we shall have to allow for and reckon
with bourgeois phenomena. Our wor along those lines, however, is
exceedingly poor, in particular that performed by the Kulturbund.
in this respect the students of the Karl Marx Academy are charged
with special resvonsibilities. The government of the DDR is also
bearing its share. One should never lose sight of the faect that
the intelligentsia enjoys a wide radius of action in bringing to
bear its influence upon the bourgeoisie. This applies particularly
to writers and teachers. e desire to avall ourselves of this ex-
ceptionally wide scope of influence. It is time for the working
elass to move closer to the intellipentsia. Attempts at effecting
such an approach have been made. The intelligentsia on its part

is to a high degree prepared to respond. The implementation of our
bloc policy will become easier in direct proportion to the extent
to which we succeed 1n winniag them over. Whereas in the case of
the farmers numbers are the decisive factor, in the case of the
intelligentsia 1t is thelr scope of influence.

The bloc poliey is essential for reconstruction in the DDR. It
does not actually initiate a socialist developwent, but i! creates
the necessary prerequisite, constituting a first success along the
road of reconstruction. The bourgeols parties have made concessions.
Decisive steps could be taken in conjunction with them. Nowwe are
speaking the common language of the National Front. It 1s wery
important that we do away with erroneous notions about politiecal
minerities. The one thing which in our dealings with bourgeoils
parties we are unable to by-pass 1s thelr veto power. Iithin the
framework of the bloc policy that is a deciding factor. One can-
not say that the bloc parities are being discriminated against.
Frequently, it must be admitted, they lack the necessary strength.
Tt should be understoocd though that this fact alone does not give
them authority to step out of line. Ideological questions are
fizxed. There are many specific guestions, however, on which agree-
ment can be reached. Our bloc policy has nothing toO do with coali-
tion working at eross purposes, but a bloc working in pnison. e
do not coerce the minority, but the working class 1s naturally
bearing the main brunt of our work*®*

Election preparation on the basis of the bloc poliey. The reason
why the date set for elections had to be put of f until Oetober 15th
was that we needed time to get matters straightened out between us
and the bourgeois parties. The existence of the WDP and the
Bauernpartei was a favorable circumstance. The main task working
toward October 15th consists in arriving at a community of formula-
tions. We should be coneciliatory in our tone without, however, al-
lowing changes. We have been drawn closer to each other, because

a community of destiny has become a necessity. One bourgeois poli-
ticlan after the other joins in with the fight agalnst American
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mparialism. The terminology has alresdy begun to flow naturally.
e shall also speak a common language befcre the elections take
7lace. Our current task is to radiate a desire to reach an under-
standing with the West (l.e. Western Germany). Contacts are to be
stepped up. Problems of national existence are to be broached to
the masses in the whole of Germany. There should be coneentration
on the main problems, Political enlightenment 1is decisive. The
Torthcoming elections should not merely result in achieving a for-
mal, anonymous, passive majority, but an active majority which is
sonscious of iga responsibilities and which works on the basis of
+whe National Front program.

25X1 [::;;::;;kpwment: It is not guite clear from the context what Rompe
a a what statements were added by Koenen by way of comment).

25X1 E::::;;:]ngggggz These statements are obviously replete with -
fesopian language and an exepgesis anpears called for to extract the
true meaning.)
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